
With financial support 
from the European Union 

Circular Economy in 2030:  
Forecasted Scenario for the Furniture Sector  

The SAWYER project forecast 

With financial support 
from the European Union 

applicant: co-applicants: associated organization: 

Juan Carlos Alonso  / CENFIM circular economy expert in the SAWYER project 
Max Rumignani & Julio Rodrigo / Innovation Area CENFIM 
Joaquim Solana / Director CENFIM 
CIRCULAR ECONOMY IN THE FURNITURE SECTOR:  
FUTURE SKILLS FOR A CLIMATE NEUTRAL INDUSTRY 
26th June 2020 - Webinar 



With financial support 
from the European Union 

SAWYER AIMS 

In SAWYER we are investigating how Circular 
Economy is going to affect and transform the 

European Furniture sector in 2030.  
 

We are exploring how this transition can affect the 
existing jobs and their tasks, workers health and 

safety risks and their training needs. 

SAWYER 

SAWYER - holistic approach for the identification 

of Skills and sAfety needs towards a growing 
 sustainability & circularitY of furniturE sector 

- Grant Agreement VS/2019/0027 - Support for Social Dialogue -   
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BASIC INFO & PARTNERSHIP 

2 years project (01/03/2019 – 28/02/2021 + 2 months for reporting)- Grant Agreement VS/2019/0027.  
Call: DG for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion // Support for Social Dialogue  

 

SAWYER 

applicant /coordinator co-applicants: associated organization: 

7 national furniture entities (representing employers or workers): 
 BCWFI (Bulgaria, employer) 
 GS (Sweden, employees) 
 CBM (The Netherlands, employers) 
 FCBA (France, technologic institute) 
 APMR (Romania, employers) 
 FEDERLEGNO (Italy, employers) 
 CENFIM (Spain, employers) 

Subcontracted: 4 thematic experts 
CE - Juan Carlos Alonso, 
VET - Jeroen Doom 
OHS - Ellen Smith-Felten and 
economy - FEDERLEGNO 

European Furniture 
Manufacturers Federation 
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State of the art of the Circular Economy in the Furniture Sector SAWYER 

A draft report is now available: Europe and Spain 
https://circularfurniture-sawyer.eu/downloads/  
 
 
Two final reports will be available (in June): 

 
- State of the art of the Circular Economy in the 

Furniture Sector at a European level. 
 

- State of the art of the Circular Economy in the 
Furniture Sector in 7 specific EU countries: 

 Spain - CENFIM 
 Italy - FEDERLEGNO 
 France - FCBA 
 Bulgaria - BBCWFI  
 Rumania - APMR 
 The Netherlands - CBM 
 Sweden - GS   

https://circularfurniture-sawyer.eu/downloads/
https://circularfurniture-sawyer.eu/downloads/
https://circularfurniture-sawyer.eu/downloads/
https://circularfurniture-sawyer.eu/downloads/
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State-of-art Report.-  Analysed Instruments SAWYER 

Legislative Instruments: 
• Circular Economy Package of the EC 
• Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment Directive 

(WEEE) 
• Restriction of hazardous substances in Electrical and 

Electronic Equipment (ROHS) 
• Energy related Products Directive (ErP or eco-design 

directive) 
• Extended Producers Responsibility (EPR schemes) 
• Hazardous substances / REACH Regulation 
• Formaldehyde emissions 
• EU’s rules on “end-of-waste” criteria 
• Flame retardants 
• Renewable energy Directive (RED II) 
• Illegal logging and illegal timber trade 

Voluntary Instruments: 
• Green Public Procurement 
• Environmental management in organizations 
• Eco design methodology  
• Eco labels (Type I, II, and III) 
• Chain of custody certification  
• Green building certification 

Other Policies and Strategies 
• Cascading use of wood 
• EU industry policy for Forestry 
• Forest-based Industries Blueprint 
• Bioeconomy 

Instruments which can act as promoters of the circularity in this sector. 
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Forecasted Scenario in relation to Circular Economy in 2030 SAWYER 

Final version available on: 
https://circularfurniture-sawyer.eu/downloads/  

https://circularfurniture-sawyer.eu/downloads/
https://circularfurniture-sawyer.eu/downloads/
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Forecasted Scenario  SAWYER 

This report is based on three main activities.  

• State-of-art report, which mainly focuses on the level of deployment of selected 
legislative, voluntary and political instruments, which can act as promoters of the 
circularity in this sector. 

• Forecasting on-line survey conducted with the involvement of 50 European Experts 
from 15 EU countries, to evaluate the level of probability and the impact of 49 
Forecasted Evolutions, which are related to the 21 analysed EU instruments 

• An international Workshop organized in Brussels and involving 20 Experts from 9 EU 
countries, to analyse the survey results 
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2030 Vision Statement SAWYER 

By 2030, with a broadly digitalised furniture sector, the wood-based 
furniture manufacturing industry will offer products and services with 

environmentally conscientious design based on low impact and traceable 
raw materials, sustainable manufacturing processes, and promotion of 

the best usage and recovery scenarios for materials and discarded 
products. Customers (B2B or B2C) will demand more detailed information 
about products and their sustainable characteristics, including life-cycle 

indicators, and consumer empowerment will be key in the success of 
circularity objectives. Authorities (at local, national and European level) 

will facilitate circularity by boosting sustainable end-of-life scenarios for 
materials and wood-based products, expanding green public and private 

procurement schemes and promoting material efficiency policies. 

Each aspect is developed in detail in the report 
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Forecasted scenario.- Actors SAWYER 

Massive use of digital tools that can be used to promote 
circular economy: 

• mass-customisation for consumers (on demand 
manufacturing, etc.) 

• digital manufacturing, from design (virtual modelling), 
to efficient manufacturing (Industry 4.0) and 
distribution (smart logistics, etc.) 

• Traceability of substances, materials and products and 
facilitate information to customer 

• e-commerce (marketing activities, etc.) 

 

Digitalised Furniture Sector 
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SAWYER 

Wood-based furniture Manufacturing industry 

• Offering products and services with environmentally 
conscientious design, considering their entire life-cycle  

• More sustainable and traceable raw materials (e.g. chain of 
custody schemes) 

• Better knowledge and control of the supply chain 

• Eco-efficient manufacturing processes and greater knowledge 
about manufacturing processes impact  

• Taking end-of-life in mind (e.g. future reparability) and greater 
control about the use and end-of-life scenario of their products 

• Implementing new business models (e.g. renting and leasing, etc.) 

Forecasted scenario.- Actors 
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SAWYER 

• Increased demand of information about the 
environmental profile of products  

• Information provided through digital tools (e.g. 
“product passports”) 

• Information on the social profile of the product 
(labor conditions, etc.) 

• Information of how to maintain/repair the 
product and how to proceed to dispose it 
adequately 

Customers 

Forecasted scenario.- Actors 
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SAWYER 

• Define mechanisms to boost the most sustainable 
end-of-life scenarios (Extended Producer 
Responsibility schemes, etc.) 

• Define Eco-design requirements for some products 

• Implement new legislation on circular economy and 
waste (recycling targets for wood, etc.) 

• Promote Green Public and Private procurement 
schemes (more specific requirements) 

• Promote material efficiency policies (cascading use 
of wood, bio-economy, etc.) 

• Increase funding programmes to support research 
and demonstration projects on circular economy 

Administration 

Forecasted scenario.- Actors 
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SAWYER Website / News and Reports SAWYER 

www.circularfurniture-sawyer.eu 

http://www.circularfurniture-sawyer.eu/
http://www.circularfurniture-sawyer.eu/
http://www.circularfurniture-sawyer.eu/


With financial support 
from the European Union 

Circular Economy in 2030:  
Forecasted Scenario for the Furniture Sector  

The SAWYER project forecast 

With financial support 
from the European Union 

applicant: co-applicants: associated organization: 

Juan Carlos Alonso  / CENFIM circular economy expert in the SAWYER project 
Max Rumignani & Julio Rodrigo / Innovation Area CENFIM 
Joaquim Solana / Director CENFIM 
CIRCULAR ECONOMY IN THE FURNITURE SECTOR:  
FUTURE SKILLS FOR A CLIMATE NEUTRAL INDUSTRY 
26th June 2020 - Webinar 

Thank you!! 


